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Evolution of Party Politics in Taiwan Revisited

Lin Gang

Abstract: This paper employs the concept of party realignment and the new measuring criterion of
party supporting rate to analyze the evolution of the party system in Taiwan and the deep roots of the
Kuomintang’s (KMT’s) fiasco during the 2016 elections. The paper argues that the two— party pol-
itics in Taiwan is sustainable due to its electoral system and social division between the pan— Blue
and pan— Green camps. It is found out that voter turnout was higher in the Green areas than the Blue
areas during the 2016 leadership elections, and that the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) did not
only enjoy substantially higher supporting rates (over 40 percent of qualified voters) in Tainan and
Kaohsiung cities as well as Chiayi and Pingtung counties, but also quite high supporting rates (over
35 percent of qualified voters) in New Taipei, Taichung and Chiayi cities as well as Changhua, Yun-
lin and Yilan counties, which reflected the expansion of the party’s constituencies from the southern
to northern part of Taiwan. Nevertheless, only a limited number of voters are found to have shifted
their votes from the pan— Blue to the pan— Green. Therefore, whether Taiwan has undergone a new
party realignment deserves yet further observation.

Keywords: Party realignment, political supporting rate, voter turnout, the Kuomintang (KMT),
the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP)
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