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From the Street to the “Congress”:

An Analysis of the Development Process of Taiwan’s ‘New Power Party”

LIN Gang & BAI Yu

(School of International and Public Affairs, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200030, China)

Abstract: In the 2016 “election” of China’ s Taiwan region “New Power Party”, as a newly established political

party, won five seats in the “legislative body”, and completed the shift from a force in street protest to “congress” partici—

pation. The “New Power Party” was a product of the “Sunflower Movement”, which represents the voice of part of the Tai—

wan society. lts emergence and development demand our attention. The three schools in social movement theories have pro—

vided proper theoretical framework for us to analyze the “New Power Party” in three dimensions: political opportunity struc—

ture, cultural framework, organization and mobilization. Its emergence and development were based on the interaction of

four factors: the widening gap between the rich and the poor in Taiwan, the lowered satisfaction of Ma Yingjiu’ s adminis—

tration, the spread of “Taiwan independence” and “anti-China” ideas, and the development of the network media. Track—

ing the birth and development of the “New Power Party” can help us understand its basic characteristics and future bottle—

neck in its development.

Key Words: the “New Power Party’; “Sunflower Movement”; process tracing; Taiwan
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