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On the Deep Roots of Tawan s Second Power Tumover

L IN Gang, CHU Jun-geng

Abstract: Tawan's second power tumover in 2008 is fundamentally due © the Demnocratic Progressive Party (DPP) 's ina-
bility of reslving the issue of political corruption and econamic recession, the wo issuesmost conceming the ordinary voters
The' three-in-one” local elections in 2005 served as awatershed, indicating the DPP's declining influence in Taiwanese poli-
tics The January 2008 electionsof Taiwan'sL egislative Yuan under the singlemember district elecioral systan supplemented by
the mechanisn of party proportional representation has exaggerated the gap betveen the Kuamintang (KM T) and the DPP in
their votes during the elections, resulting an extramely agymmetric power structure in the L egislative Yuan, with the KM T ac-
oounting for three quartersof seats During theM arch 2008 elections, the D PP's candidate for the supreme leadership cannot in-
tegrate the party’s intemal factions and reduce the negative impacts of Chen Shui-bian’'s scandal Sticking o the radical line for
Tawan independence, the party failed o win support fran votes in the political center, thus resulting in the second power tum-
over betveen different partieson the island
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